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And T heard a Voice from Heaven, ſaying 
unto me, Write ; Bleſſed are the Dead 
that die in the Lord, from henceforth : 
Tea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt 
from their Labours ; and their Works 
do follow them. 


/ 


HE laſt Sight that I had of my Dear Friend 
and Brother, in whoſe Place I now ſtand, 
made ſuch Impreſſions upon me, as ren- 
der'd it more than ordinarily difficult to 

prepare for this Day's Service. 

Inſomuch, that after I had undertaken it, I found 
it very hard to ſet about it; till, thinking one Way 
and another, this Paſſage very ſeaſonably occurr'd to 
my mind: A certain General of an Army conſulting 
with one of his Officers about the Diſpoſal of his Men, 
in a Battel which was reſoly'd upon ; a Cannon Ball 
came, as they were talking together, and daſh'd to 

Pieces the Head of the Officer, as he ſtood by his Ge- 

neral's Side. Upon which, like a truly Great Man, 

the General turns to thoſe that were behind him, 
with theſe Words : Lord have Mercy upon his Soul, 
he's kill d; but come we muſt 7 _ 

In like manner (I thought with my ſelf) thoſe 
that will approve themſelves good Soldiers of F ESU $ 

CHRIST, muſt go on * the Work and Wee 
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that he has appointed; tho? ſuch as they might be 
taking Counſel with, and might hope to receive great 
Help and Aſſiſtance from, are ſtruek dead at their 
Side, Upon which I immediately fixd my Thougtits 
on the Words read, and ſhall endeayour to diſcourſe 
on them as profitably as Il ean. 

There are two very diſtin Views, with which 
Men are lead to read and ftudy this Book of 
the Revelation, Some are taken up with the Pro- 
phetick Diſcoveries of what ſhall happen to the 
Church and People of God in this World, till they 
have quite loſt themſelves in the View and Expedta- 
tion of Things Temporal : Whilſt others have ac- 
counted it the trueſt Wiſdom to enlarge their 
Thoughts moſt on what might ſerve to make em 
Holy and Heavenly, and give them the moſt affect- 
ing Views of things Spiritual and Eternal. Theſe laſt 
are in no danger of bringing Diſorders into States and 
Kingdoms, of procuring Shame and Confuſion to 
themſelves, or of leading their Friends and Ac- 
quaintance into Snares and Difappointments, as the 
other have done, And yet I believe that they are 
vaſtly before the other too in diſcerning of the Times; 
and have much more juſt Apprehenſions of the Na- 
ture of Chriſt's Earthiy, as well as brighter Diſplays 
of the Glory of his Heavenly Kingdom. 

So that thoſe things which are leaſt dubious, and 
may moſt ſerve the common Purpoſes of Religion, 
ought in the firſt Place to be conſidered by us. And 
the other things, which are dark and myfterious, 
ſhould be look'd into, as we have Opportunity, Ca- 
pacity, and proper Helps, only in a Subſerviency to 
the eſtabliſhing what is more certain, and of princi- 
OOO Mi Rs 

Thus, for Example, to know that there is a Bleſ- 
ſedneſs after Death reſerv'd for thoſe who die in the 
Faith, and for the Teſtimony of JESUS; is much 
more important than to know who or what is meant 
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by the Second Beaſt, with whom Chriſt ſhould main- 
tain a Controverſy, and who were the Perſons that 
ſhould die during this Conteſt, in a faithful Adhe- 
rence to the Cauſe and Intereſt of the Lamb, | 
For whether we can fix this laft Point to Satisfacti- 
on or not; (as I find Expoſitors are very far from 
agreeing about it) yet the former is ſufficiently evi- 


dent: Thoſe who die Witneſſes to the Truth, and 


Efficacy, and Purity of the Goſpel; ſtruggling with 
the Powers that would oppoſe or corrupt it ; they 
ſhall be bleſſed, even when dead; for they ſhall ret 
from their Labours, and their Works ſhall follow them. 

But I confeſs my ſelf very inclinable to fall in with 
them, who explain the Verſe before this concerning 
the Perſecutions after the Reformation from P 
was begun: Here truly is the Patience of the Saints, [as 
the Occaſions, which have try'd that Patience, were, 
and are very great.] Here are they that keep the Com- 
mandments of God, and the Faith of Jeſus ; [giving the 
fulleſt Proof of their Sincerity in the Profeſſion of 
Religion.] 

It may therefore particularly be apply'd to the 
Conſolation of ſuch, I heard a Voice from Heaven, [a 
moſt certain Voice] ſaying unto me, Write ſ let it be 
2 Matter carefully recorded and handed down to 
thoſe who may think themſelves forgotten, or ne- 
glected in the Calamtties of aſter- Times] That al- 
« tho' they may not live to ſee the Deſtruction of 
ce the Church's Enemies; but may die as it were in 
ce the Struggle with them, and in the believing Ex- 
ec pettation only of what Chrift is about to do; yet 
Bleſſed are the Dead, who, thus, die in the Lord : 
FAnd that notwithftanding all the Anathema's of my- 
ſtical Babylon, or her Adherents,] from henceforth, 
[from the Time of recording this; or from the Time 
when ſuch Perſecutions (juſt mention'd) began ; or 
from the Time of their Death, let all them that die 
in Jeſus be eſteemed Bleſſed. } Tea, ſaith the Spirit on 
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. tieving in him, and adhering. to him, ſo as to 1h 
down their Lives in his Cauſe, and for his ſake. 
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a Truth confirmed by that Teſtimony which is infal- 
lible, let the World ſay or think what it will] that 
they may reſt from their Labours, [their Toils and their 
Tryals] and their Works do follow them. | The Me. 
mory of em remains both on Earth and in Heaven; 
and the Reward of them ſhall accompany them into 
the other World; and ſhall follow them to endleſs 


Ages. | 


The Words thus paraphras'd may farther be en- 


larged on in the following Obſervations. = 


I. That to be the faithful Servants of Chriſt, and hear- 
tily concern'd for his Cauſe and Intereſt in the World, 
maſt not be look'd upon as a Security from the Stroke of 
Dowd. not 1 8120 
Both Hiſtory and Experience ſhew us, that this is 
the End of all Fleſh ; and the Scripture has told us, 
that it is appointed of God for «Hex once to die, 
Nay, we find that ſome of the moſt holy, uſeful, 
exemplary Lives, have been but very ſhort. A Life, 
that above all others was to be deſired, for every 
thing that was amiable in it ſelf, and beneficial to the 
World, yet reach'd but to three and thirty Years : 


I mean the Life of our Great Lord and Maſter him 


ſelf, FESUS CHRIST. So that if his Followers 
ſhould. be call'd- in the midſt of their Days, their 
Hopes, or their Uſefulneſs, to take leave of this 
World, and he ſeen of it no more; it is only to be 
conformed in this Particular to their Saviour. 

But, to carry this Matter yet farther, it is the very 


Glory of the Chriftian Faithand Cauſe togreaten Mens 


Spirits, even to a voluntary ſhedding of their Blood, 
and a Rejoicing to do ſo, when they cannot other- 
wiſe maintain their Integrity, or propagate true Re- 
ligion in the World. And I believe our Text prin- 
cipally ſpeaks, of ſuch as thus die in the Lord; be- 


In 


ſuch 
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ſuch Caſes, the being faithful Servants of Chriſt, 
and heartily concern'd for his Honour, actually ex- 
poſes 5 Death, inſtead of ſecuring from it. To 
roceed, : E 
1 Thoſe alſo that die a natural Death in Times when 
Religion is deſpiſed, and the Profeſſors of it born 
down by the Iniquities and Calamities of the Places 
where they liv'd ; and notwithſtanding ſuch Diſcou- 
ragements, they ſtill hold faſt their Faith and a good 
Conſcience; they may be ſaid to die in the Lord, ac- 
cording to the Import of this Text. And this Cha- 
rater will not any more ſecure from a natural Death 
in the Courſe of Providence, than from the Fury and 
Violence of wicked Men. | 
CHRIST did not undertake to diſcharge his Fok- 
lowers of that Debt which they owe to Nature, and 
to the Frame and Conſtitution of this material World; 
but to diſcharge them from all that Debt to Divine 
Juſtice, which would have made them miſerable for 


ever; and which gave to natural Death its Terrors, 


And if any are taken away in the midſt of tbeir 
Uſefulneſs, tis to their own manifeſt Advantage. 

To die in the ful} Eſteem of their Friends, will 
make their Memory the more precious: And to be 
found ſo doing when their Lord comes, will make 
their after Reward very: glorious : A Reward that 


ſhall extend not only to what they have actually done 
for Chriſt, but to all that they ſincerely intended to 


do for him. | E* 
Vea, ſometimes the Death of uſeful Perſons is 


made to ſerve ſome. great and kind Purpoſes to others; 


inſomuch that their Deaths may prove more uſeful 


than their Lives-could have done. And then with- 


all, God will have us to know, that the moſt uſeful 


Lives are in his hands; and that he can raiſe up In- 
ſttruments for himſelf, or lay them by, when, and 
where, and as He pleaſes. 


Beſide, 


8 A Sermonon the Drathof 

Beſide; Death is neceſſary to the compleat Holineſs 
and Happineſs of the very beſt of Men. Nothing 
teſs than ſuch a Change could effeCtually deſtroy Sin 
in us. But God has ſo wiſely ordered it, that Sin, 
which has brought forth a many Evils to afflict Men, 
has been the Parent of one thing that will prove its 
own Deſtruction, and that is Death. By which we 
are freed from the very Remains of Sin, and froni 
every Diſpoſition to it. | DIRE 

Upon the whole, the Death of ſuch as belong 
to CHRIST is ſo far from reflecting any Diſhonour 
upon Religion, that it often proves the Language 
even of the worſt and greateſt Enemies to Good Men, 
Let us die the Death of the Righteous, and let our lat- 
ter End be like his. For, 


II. There-is 4 'Bleſſedneſs pronount'd upon ſuth after 
Death, Bleſſed are the Dead; not only they ſhall be, 
but they are Bleſſed, even as ſoon as dead. 


Their Souls don't lie in a State of Inſenſibility; for 


that can by no means be called a State of Bleſſed- 


neſs. Much leſs can they be ſuppoſed to go into any 


ſuch Place as Purgatory; for that is inſtead of being 
bleſſed, to be tormented. But they go to be preſent 
with their Lord; and to be preſent with him in ſuch 
a Manner, that the neareſt and moſt comfortable 
Services and Approaches to him in this World, are 
a comparative Abſence from him. For whilſt we are 
at home in the Body, we are abſent from the Lord; as 
St. Paul ſpeaks, who yet had more of a Divine Pre- 
ſence than ordinary Chriſtians can hope to enjoy. 
And for all that, as ſoon as his Spirit ſhould leave 
the Body, or (to keep to his Phraſe) be ab/ont from 
it; then ſhould there be ſuch Knowledge of G O'D, 
and ſuch Communications from him, as in- this em- 
bod ied State an Apoſtle was not capable of. Where- 
as if the Soul was either ſuffering or ſleeping, it 
would be more abſent from God than hen it is nο 
| ſerying 
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ſerving him, even in an ordinary way, ſuppoſing it 
be but with the common Tokens of his Fayour and 
Acceptance. | | Tp 

There is indeed a critical Explication of the Word 
dmdgri, from henceforth, that makes Death, as a meer 
Privation of Life, to be a Bleſſing. Reading the 
Text thus, From henceforth Bleſſed are the Dead ; 
ſome have thought, that conſidering the extreme 
Tryals and Cruelties, to which the laſt ſevere Per- 
ſecution, ſpoken of in the Context, would expoſe 
the fincere Chriſtian ; it would even be a Bleſſing to 
be dead betwixt the Time of writing this, and the 
Accompliſhment of the Things written, With a 
like: View of the Oppreſſions that were under the Sun, 
Solomon ſays, that he praiſed the Dead which were al- 
ready dead, more than the living which were yet alive, 


Eccleſ. iv. 2. 


And here, indeed, it might be allowed, that to 
have no Being, or no Senſe at all, is better than to be 
in extreme Miſery ; but it is not enough to make a 
Perſon Bleſſed : That neceſſarily ſuppoles Exiſtence, 
and ſuch a kind of Exiftence, as ſhall render capable 
of Pleaſure and Satisfattion. Good Men are ſome- 
times taken away from the Evil to come, and *tis well 
for them that they are ſo; but if that was all their 
Bleſſedneſs, there had been no Reaſon to ſpeak in a 
diſtinguiſhing Way, of the Dead that die in the Lord; 
for this would have been the Happineſs even of Hy- 
pocrites, and others, that did not die in the Lord, as 
well as of them who did, All that were in their 
Graves would be freed from the Miſeries of this Life, 
as well as thoſe that died in the Lord; Nor will it at 
all comport with the Expreſſion here, to ſay, that 
they ſhall be perfectly happy at the Reſurrection; 
for the Words run, Bleſſed are the Dead : And then 
the latter Part of this Verſe adds, not only that they 
reſt from their Labours, but that their Works do follow 

11 B them, 
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them, or rather accompany them during that State of 
Reſt, into the other World. ; 

A. Bp. Tillotſon, I know, has choſen to fall in with 4 
the critical Reading 1 have mention'd, but with a * 
very different View to that which I have been arguing 
againſt: However I am not able, in this Point, to 
ſubject my ſelf fo far, either to his Authority, or 
(what was much more a Glory to that Great Man) his 
Reaſoning, as to think in the ſame Way with him 
concerning this Paſſage of Scripture. For, to me, 
it ſeems much more likely, that this Text was writ- 
ten for the Encouragement of thoſe who ſhould die in 
the Struggles betwixt the Followers of the Beaſt, and 
the Followers of the Lamb; than that it ſhould be 
antended to ſuggeſt any thing which would aggravate 
the ſuffering Chriſtians Miſery : As it muſt do, to 
tell em, that it had been better to be dead before, 
than to go thro? ſuch Tryals. St. James ſeems to 
have been of a very different Spirit from this, when 
| he ſays, My Brethren, count it all Foy, when ye fall in- 
(| to divers Temptations, James 1. 2. 

| And had St. John here written with the ſame View 
that Solomon did in the Place before quoted, there 
would have been no need to preface what he ſays, 
as he has done, I heard a Voice from Heaven, ſaying 
unto me, Write; nor to bring in ſuch an expreſs Te- 
ſtimony of the Spirit, to gain a Belief of what is here 
recorded. Every one at the firſt Mention would be- 
lieve it without all this, That they who die in the 
Lord, and go to him before ſome grievous Calamity 
overtake them, are happy in making ſuch an Eſcape 
to Heaven. But now when Antichriſtian Powers 
rage, and the hop'd for Bleſſings of Chriſt's King- 
dom are delayed, then it appears highly requiſite, 
that good Men ſhould have the ſtrongeſt Conſolation 
winch can be afforded them; Therefore let me add 

this further Obſervation, 
INI, That 
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III. That the Bleſſedneſs of them, who at ſuch Times 
die in the Lord, is a Thing moſt certain, and fully at- 
reſted. 

155 is declared, not by the Voice of Man, ſuch 
a Voice as mine, for that you might deſpiſe or disbe- 
lieve; but by a Voice from Heaven, which cannot 
lie or deceive. And this Voice commands what was 
uttered to be written : A Command that no where 
elſe occurs, but in the Beginning of this Prophely ; 
thereby ſhewing both the Truth and Excellency of 
what is contained in theſe Words: And that they 
might be convey'd down to future Ages, as a per- 
petual Conſolation to them that ſhould die for the 
Cauſe, or in the Faith of FESUS. 

But then beſides that, the Spirit that inwardly 
guided and inſpired our Apoſtle, as well as the Voice 
that outwardly ſpoke to him, confirms this. Tea, 
ſaith the Spirit; I give in my Teſtimony to this 
Truth, and I'll maintain it againſt all the Oppoſition 
that ſhall be raiſed to it in the World, That ſuch as 
die in the Lord are Bleſſed. 

Now the Reaſon of ſo fully aſcertaining this Truth, 
is, that it might be rely'd upon, even in Times of 
the greateſt Tryal and Temptation, Such calle gur 
own Times in ſome Reſpetts to be: For uch is rhe 
Caſe of all thoſe, who are now ſtruggling tor 3c: ip. 
ture Religion, and Primitive Chriſtianity (i c+' for 
no Man's Diſpleaſure upon my ſpeaking it) that this 
Text may be particularly applied, even to many that 
are now deceaſed from among our ſelves. Thoſe 
will be found, (I doubt not) to be bleſs'd with the 
Bleſſedneſs of them that die in the Lord, who were 
earneſtly endeavouring to ſerve the Cauſe of our com- 
mon Chriſtianity, tho* they did not ſuffer Martyr- 
dom for {9 doing. | 

Sometimes we have to do with Mockers, that would 
repreſent our Preaching as vain, and your Faith as 

| B 2 vain, 
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- vain, and that would have us to think, all thoſe that 


are fallen aſleep in Chriſt are periſhed, Therefore in 
oppoſition to theſe, we have ſo much Aſſurance, 
that they who die in the Lord are Bleſſed. | 

Sometimes we are ſolemnly damm d by thoſe who 
are lording it over the Faith and Conſciences of Men, 
Weare repreſented as not fit to have what they call 
Chriſtian Burial, and much leſs to enter into the 
Chriftian's Happineſs. Now for Confutation of the 
furious Opinions and Judgments of theſe tyrannizing 
Men, it is here recorded, that thoſe who die in the 
Faith of Chrift, and are really concerned for his 
Cauſe and Intereſt in the World, are and ſhall be bleſ- 
ſed, in ſpite of all thoſe that reproach and condemn 
them. And lam perſwaded, that if we could once 
gain a Firmneſs of Mind to deſpiſe their Anathema's 
in this World, they will do us no Hurt in the next. 
Let us maintain an aſſured Belief, that thoſe who die 
in the Faith of their Bibles, and contending for the 
things contained there, are bleſſed ; and we need 


not value either the Curſes of Rome, or of thoſe who 


are guided by the ſame Antichriſtian Spirit and Fury. 

The Voice from Heaven does not ſay, Bleſſed are 
the Dead, that die out of this or the other Party, or 
that die under ſuch a diſtinguiſhing Denomination of 
Chriſtians ; but Bleſſed are the Dead, that die in the 
Lord: And when the Spirit of Chriſt and of the Goſ- 
pel /ays, Tea, I am ſorry that the Spirit of any parti. 
cular Church, or of any Party of profeſſed Chriſtians, 
ſhould ſay, Nay ; and ſhould teach Men to fall a 
curſing thoſe whom GOD has bleſſed, 

However this is our Comfort, that the Bleſſedneſs 
of them who die in the Lord, does not depend upon 
the Will or Opinions of Men, but ſtands moft fully 
atteſted from Heaven, and is confirm'd by the Teſti- 
mony of an infallible Spirit. And then *tis a further 
Comfort to think, | 


IV, That 
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IV. That the Bleſſedneſs of ſuch as die in the Lord 
conſiſts in an entire Reſt from all their preſent Labours 
and Hardſhips, Our Text ſpeaks only of reſting from 
their Labours; but the original Word is ſometimes 
uſed to ſignify Cares, Afflictions, and Temptations, 
as well as Work and Buſineſs. So when our Saviour 
ſays, Come unto me all ye that labour, the antient Greek 
Writers tell us, particularly St. Chryſoſtom *, that 
this is meant of all ſuch as were vexed with Sins, 
Cares and Griefs, or Perplexities of Mind, And 'tis 
certain, that thoſe who go to F ESUS, now he is in 
Heaven, will there find perfect Reſt from all theſe. 

It may be faid of every true Chriſtian, when he dies, 
that he reſts from his Labours ; that is, from the La- 
bours both of Body and Mind, as far as theſe were 
grievous and burdenſome to him. He has no more 
inward Diſtreſſes, and Diſorders of his Spirit, to 
ſtruggle with; no miſtaken Apprehenſions, irregular 
Affections, or domineering Paſſions, to create Diffi- 
culties to him. He has no more hodily Inconveniencies 
or Pains ;, neither the Labours of Mortification, or 
Affliction to go thorough, He has no more Enemies 
or Oppoſitions to conflict with: Nor any Duty, that 
ſhall be fo circumſtanc'd as to become a Tast to him, 
any more to perform. God ſhall then wipe away all 
Tears from our Eyes; and there ſhall be no more Death, 
neither Sorrow nor Crying, neither ſhall there be any more 
Pain : for the former things are paſt away. 

But it may be ſaid yet more emphatically of thoſe 
that die in ſuffering or calamitous Times, that they reſt 
from their Labours. From all thoſe Reproaches and 
Revilings, that made it ſo hard to keep up their Reſo- 
Jutions for God, and to hold on in the Way of their 
Duty, And what Mind, where there is any real 
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Greatneſs, but muſt feel an Uneaſineſs not to be de- 
ſcribed, in being continually ſubjett to malicious In- 
ſults, and, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, to cruel 
Mockings? is true, Grace will teach us in ſome 
meaſure to get above theſe, but it does not teach us 
to be inſenſible of them, To be wholly at reſt, we 
muſt be out of the reach of them, that is, in 


Heaven. 
The ſame might be ſaid of all the other Inſtances 


of Hatred and Perſecution, that a good Man here 


meets with ; they that diein the LORD are at reſt 
from them. There the Wicked ceaſe from troubling, 
there the Weary are at reſt. And indeed the greater 
their Exerciſes and Sufferings were, the ſweeter their 
Reſt will be. 

But then, this may alſo in a peculiar Senſe be ap- 
plied to the Miniſters of CHRIST and the Goſpel, 
(if faithful) that they reſt from their Labours at 
Death. Namely, from all thoſe Labours that are 
occafion'd by the Wickedneſs of the World; and the 
Enmity which there is to ſerious Godlineſs and Re- 
ligion: The Pains they have taken to convince and 


convert Sinners, and to maintain their own Faith and 
Piety againſt all the Aſſaults of an impious infidel 


Generation, will then be at an End; and, whether 


| hs. fy been inſtrumental to ſave others, or not, 
er) 


ey ſhall be accepted in CHRIST FESUS. 
Further, they ſhall reſt from thoſe Labours that 
are octaſion'd by the Miſeries of the World, and the 
melancholy afflicted State of the People of God. 


How many Caſes are there, in which we now find it 


exceedmg hard to acquit our ſelves aright? To re- 
duce thoſe that are wandering, to eſtabliſh thoſe that 
are wavering, to direct thoſe that are doubting, to 
comfort thoſe that are mourning, to teach Submiſ- 
fion to thoſe that are ſuffering, and the like; how 
great is the Labour and Pains of all this? But when 
a Minifter comes to die in the. Lord, he goes to a 
" IT... wor 
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World where there are no Temptations, Weakneſſes, 
or Sorrows, and therefore none of theſe kind of La- 
bours remain to him. 

How great Labour is neceſſary in faithful Miniflers 
to oppoſe the Deſigns and Attempts of the Spirits of 
Darkneſs? who are continually tempting them from 
their Work, hindering them in it, or raiſing Diſcou- 
ragements, which they find it very difficult to ſur- 
mount. But in the World above there is no Tempter, 

How great is the Labour that we ſometimes have 
with our own Spirits and Tempers, to get em into a 
right Frame for the Services to which we are calld? 
But hereafter we ſhall ſerve God as Angels do. 

How great is our Labour alſo with the Spirits and 
Tempers of our ſtated Hearers, to keep up any thing of 
a lively Senſe of Religion in their Breaſts ? I have 
often thought of that plain Compariſon made uſeof 
by one of our firſt Reformers, to this purpoſe: © The 
* Work of a Miniſter is harder than that of a Car- 
ie penter : For a Carpenter, if he has a Piece of 
* rough Timber to hew or carve into any particular 
* Form, or Figure, he can do a Part of his Work 
ce one Day, and leave the other Part to another, and 
* knows that he ſhall find it as he left it, and ſo can 
ce go on till he has compleated it: But a Minyfger, 
* if he makes ſome good Impreſſions upon th s. 
* of his Hearers one Day, ſeldom meets with them 
*in the ſame good Diſpoſition the Day after : Ei- 
te ther the Cares, or Pleaſures, of th World have 

© undone all, and he has his Work to go over again 
* from one Week to another, without _ le to 


ce diſcern, that he makes any confiderallg# ay 
eir Courſe, 


Happy are they, who having finiſh! 
Lord, are now 


and gain'd the Approbation of 
got to their Reſt. ob 
Beſides, there are often thoſe Diſtempers and In- 
firmities attending us, that very much aggravate the 
Labours before tion,. And a great = of 
3 Ppo- 
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Oppoſition from the World a faithful Miniſter meets 
with, that ordinary Chriſtians are not expoſed to. 
It is hard even to ſtand our Ground in an Age that is 
ignorant, corrupt, and ſwelld with Perverſeneſs, as 
the preſent Age is. Certainly one very great Part of 
the Bleſſedneſs of thoſe who die in the Lord, is this, 
that they reſt from their Labours. But this is not all, 


V. Thoſe that die in the Lord have a Bleſſedneſs ari- 
Hing from the Works which follow them. They are not 
only freed from all that was painful and evil in their 
Lives here ; but they carry along with them, and 
reap the Benefit of all the Good which they did in 
this preſent World. Their Works ſhall follow or ac- 
company them. - 

Some Works, which here they were employ'd in, 
ſhall ſ#ill continze after Death. Thoſe Exerciſes of 
Worſhip and Devotion, which afforded them the 
trueſt Pleaſure and Satisfaction on Earth, will be at- 
tended to and performed in the moſt raiſed and per- 
fe& Manner in Heaven. There indeed they have 
no need of Sacramental Repreſentations and Sha- 
dows: for in Heaven they ſee a Redeemer Face to 
Face, and nom as they are known Nor will thoſe 
Parts of Worſhip be continu'd, which ariſe from our 
preſent Sins, Wants or Fears : But all thoſe Exer- 
ciſes of Devotion, which may expreſs our Love, Joy, 
Praiſe, and intire Obedience tothe Will of God, theſe 
abide after Death. And the more any Soul was 
wrap'd up in holy Contemplations, and Admiration 
of the PerfeCtions and the Works of God, and of a 
Redeemer, whilſt here below; the eaſier will it be 
to join in with thoſe who are employ'd in the ſame 
manner above. | REA + | | 
Again, there are other Works which accompany 
them that die in the Lord, only as they will afford 
Matter of comfortable Reflection in the other World, 
Theſe Labours and Sufferings, which ſhall * 
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mall be remembred in Heaven. Remembred, not 
ſo as to give any trouble, or to renew the uneaſie 
Thoughts which here they might occaſion ;. but ſo 
as to yield a very high Satisfaction, that we were ena- 
bled to go thro them; and ſo as to give a double Re- 

liſh to our Happineſs, when we ſhall ſee our ſelves 

plac'd above them. Difficult and painful Enterpri- 

Zes, are commonly obſerv'd to afford great Pleaſure 
upon a Review; whilſt Things of a more pl 
n Nature for the Preſent, become inſignificant and 
; dull in the Remembrance. I doubt not, but. St. 
1 Paul has now a more triumphant Joy in looking back 
1 


Fg 


to his Sufferings, than in reflecting upon a former 

Tranſport, when He was caught up into Paradiſe, 

And then to think, that all thoſe Toils and Tryals 
, are over; and, like one that is juſt landed after a 
f dangerous and troubleſome Voyage, to ſtand on the 
a Shore and review the Rocks and Sands, and Dan- 
- gers he has eſcap'd; how muſt this encreaſe the Ha 
- pineſs of ſuch as are got ſafe into the other World? 
Q Theſe are Thoughts which may properly ariſe from 
[= the Works of good Men, being ſaid to follow em 


0 after Death. | | 
„ But what ſeems to be principally intended by this 
r Expreſſion, is, that the Reward of their Works, ſhall 
. accompany or follow them. So when our Saviour 
7 would encourage his Diſciples againſt ſuch as ſhould 
ſe perſecute them, and ſay all manner of Evil againſt em 
a8 falſly for his ſake, he tells them, that great is your Re- 
Mn ward in Heaven, Math. v. 12, in Math. xvi. 
3 27. tis expreſly ſaid, that the San of Man ſhall come 
de in the Glory of his Father with his Angels; and then he 
1e | {ſhall reward every Man according to bis V. orks. Not 
| that any Man's Works can put in a meritorious Claim 
y to a future bleſſed Reward; but that infinite Grace 


M and Mercy is pleas d to ſet ſuch a Value upon them. 
d. The beſt way of explaining this Paſſage of Scripture, 
e .C 18 
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is to turn you to that other in the cloſe of the xxv. 
Chap. of St. Math. where you find Works of Pi- 
ety and Charity are recorded in the Court of Hea- 
ven, ſhall be mention'd with Applauſe at the Day 
of Judgment, and ſhal] be rewarded with Eternal 
Life, | | 

And indeed, whatever now is efteem'd the Re- 
ward of great and good Actions, we find promiſed 
to Works of Piety hereafter. Applauſe ; Well done, 
good and faithful Servant. Advancement; I will make 
thee Ruler over many Things, High Delights and 
Pleaſures ; Enter into the Joy of thy Lord, A being 
enrich'd with an inexhauſtible Treaſure ; therefore 
ſays our LORD, I will give you a Kingdom; and in 
another Place, to ſhew, how vaſt an Inheritance 
that Kingdom is, tis faid, He that overcometh ſhall 
inherit all Things, Rev. xxi. 7. In theſe and the 
like Inſtances, the Works 0 good Men do follow 
them after Death: But we ſhall never know what is 
the full Reward of theſe, till we come to the full 
Enjoyment of it. Tis enough, that we are aſſured 
of all that a God can give, and we can deſire, and 
that to Eternity. 5 


Suffer me now to draw ſome Inferences from 
what has been ſaid. 


1. How different is the Scripture acccount, and the 
World's account of Bleſſedneſs. The World counts 
- thoſe only bleſſed, who flow in Riches, and the 
Glory of whoſe Houſe is increaſed : Who are inve- 
ſted with Power and Authority, and who are above 
the common Afflictions and Cares of Life: But the 
Scripture bleſſes thoſe that are poor in Spirit, that 
are Meet, and Mourning, and Perſecuted, and Revi- 
led; and at laſt (to the Confuſion of all the Schemes 
and Imaginations of the Worldling) Bleſſed are the 
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Dead, &c. Now think we ſeriouſly with our ſelves, 
from which of theſe it is fit to take our Notions of 
Bleſſedneſs : And then let us ſeek after it accord- 


ingly, 


2, We may take occaſion from this Text, to mark 
the difference betwixt the Death of the Righteous and 
the Wicked, Tis a Remark of Dr. Tillotſon's, © That 
4 when pious Souls go out of this World, they leave 
ce all the Evils of the World behind them; but car- 
* ry along with them all the Good they have done 
eto reap there the Comfort and Reward of it. Juſt 
** as on the other Hand, Wicked Men when they 
* die leave all the good Things of this World, the 
e Pleaſures and Enjoyments behind them; but the 
“ Guilt and Remorſe of their wicked Lives accom- 
pany them, and ftick cloſe to them to Torment 
e them there, and that there they may be torment- 
© ed for them. | 


3. If they are bleſſed that die in the Lord, then 
let us take care that we be the Lord's. That we be- 
lieve in Jeſus with a Faith unfeigned ; that we ſur- 
render our ſelves to him; and that we doall we 
can to promote his Honour and Glory in the World. 
We muſt firſt be united to Him, and muſt have the 
ſame Mind in us which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus, or 
we cannot at laſt die in him. It is in vain for any 
to Hope, that they ſhall be his Dying, if they are 
not his Living. And thoſe are weak, ignorant Peo- 
ple, that wou'd have us to ſay they die in the Lord, 
when we could not perſwade them to live to him. 
The Apoſtle Paul teaches us to keep theſe two toge- 
ther ; (and woe to thoſe abſolving Prieſts, that pre- 
tend to ſeparate them) Whether we live, we live unto 
the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord; 
whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. 
Rom, xiv, 8, C 2 4 if 
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4. If they are bleſſed that die in the Lord, hey 
let this engage all good Men to hold faſt their Integrity, 
even till they die. Let us ſet the Teſtimony of Hea- 

ven, and of the Spirit of GOD, againſt all the Pro- 
faneneſs, and Virulence of Men: And if at any 
Time, we ſhould find our ſelves diſcourag'd in our 
Work and Duty, or diſhearten'd in our Hopes and 
Expettations, let us think of them, who once were 
ſtrugling with Difficulties as we now are, but thro? 
Faith and Patience have conquered, and are gone 
to inherit the Promiſes. For our ſakes as well ag 
theirs, theſe Words were commanded to be written, 


And therefore, 


5. Let the Thought of Reſting, comfort us in our La- 
bours, and make us willing to go thro) them, If we were 
calPd out to the hardeſt Services, or to the ſevereſt 
Trials, this were enough to reconcile us to em, that 
they ſhall continue but a little while, and then we 
ſhall be at reſt: How much more ſhould this prevail 
upon / us to be eaſie and reſigned, when our Labours, 
and Sorrows are comparatively ſo ſmall? We may 
have our worldly Troubles and Vexations to labour 
with, and perhaps our ſpiritual Diſtreſſes and Exer- 
ciſes too; but is there no Conſolation to think that 
our Reſt is approaching? We may ſometimes think 
our Work very hard, through our own Deadneſs 
and Diſpiritedneſs; and it may ſtill be made harder 
through the Temptations and Oppoſitions we meet 
with; but do's it give no Spring to our Reſolutions 
and Endeavours, to hear a Voice from Heaven aſ- 
ſure us, that if we hold on a little longer, we ſhall 
reſt from our Labours? Surely, Whatever our Hand 
finds to do, for God, for the Good of others, or for 
our own Salvation, we ſhould do it with all our might; 

both becauſe there is no work, nor device in the om 
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and becauſe we are aſſured of reſting from all our La- 


bours in Heaven, Vea, 


6. F. Conſideration of our g82d Works following 
us, otould make us endeavour after ſomething great and. 
exemplary in the Service of God. How much have 
Perſons been animated both to do, and to ſuffer, on- 
ly for the perpetuating their Names and Memories 
im this World? What hazardous Adventures, what 
bloody Battles, what long Induſtry, and in ſome Ca- 
ſes what ſhocking Deaths, have Men been put upon, 
by the ambitious Thought of living in Hiſtory, and 
having their Names convey'd down to future Ages? 
LORD GOD ! What a ſhame 1s it to us, that believe 
the Works of good Men ſhall be recorded in a way 
infinitely more to their Honour and Advantage, than 
worldly Men ever have imagin'd, that we ſhould yet 
be ſo every way exceeded and out-done by them in 
Courage and Reſolution. LI 

The greater our Works are, the greater muſt our 
Bleſſedneſs be by neceflary Conſequence, ſince our 
Works are ſaid to follow us. And if any Man que- 
ſtion this, let him make Senſe of what the Apoſtle 
Paul fays, in 2 Cor. ix. 6. if he can; He that ſoweth 
ſparingly, ſhall reap ſparingly ; but he that ſoweth boun- 
tifully, ſhall reap bountifully. Or let him tell us, what 
can be meant in the Parable of the Talents, by one ha- 
ving Authority over Ten Cities, and another over 
Five; if there be not a different Regard had, to the 
different Services and Improvements of good Men in 
this World. Or let him account for the different Glo- 
ries of thoſe that are raiſed from the Dead, 1 Cor. 


XV, 41 5 42. 


Laſtly, What Reaſon is there, from the foregoing 
Diſcourſe, to take Comfort in the Death of our Chriſti- 
an Friends, and particularly of the Miniſters of Ryligis 


on, 
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on, when they die in the Lord. They are at reſt from 
all their Labours and Infirmities, and Sorrows ; and 
whatever Good you ſaw in them, or ſaw done by 
them, it now contributes to their Bleſſedneſs and 

Let it not then encreaſe your Sorrow, to ſay 
that you have loſt ſuch as were truly pious and 
ufeful; F you loved them you would rejoyce, becauſe 
they are gone to the Father, John xiv. 20, And re- 
ally, if we lov'd our ſelves as we ſhould do, our 
Thoughts would be more taken up about our own 
following after them, than about their being gone 
before us: I ſhall go to him, but he ſhall not return to 
me, 2 Sam, X11, 23. 

You that are now Mourning for a Deceaſed Hus- 
band, or Father, or Friend, ſhould make Application 
of this. And I am the more concerned that you 
ſhould do fo, becauſe I find the Time will not now 
allow me to ſpeak more largely and diſtinctly to 

ou. 

4 I doubt not, but the good Man who 1s gone from 
you, had often thought of our Text, and was well 
perſwaded of the Truth of it : And could he now 
ſpeak to you, he would tell you a great deal more 
of the Bleſſedneſs of the Dead that die in the Lord, 
than I am able to do : But pray let it be ſeen, that 
the Scriptures are regarded by you, even as much as 
one coming from the other World would be; re- 
membring this, that thoſe who believe not Moſes 
and the Prophets, neither would they be perſwaded tho 
one aroſe from the Dead. Luke xvi. 31. 

' Nay, if you believe the Things that He has al- 
ready ſpoken to you, in the Name of the Lord, you 
will not need any Conſolations, or Directions, that 
I can lay before you. And indeed the Providence of 
God has fo ordered it, that he has left a Sermon in 
Print behind him, upon the Death of Mr. Choriton 
of Mancheſter ; that ſhows you, what bis Thoughts 

Ye were 
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were upon ſuch an occaſion as this. The Reaſon of 
God's removing uſeful and deſireable Miniſters by 
Death; and the Improvement which you ought to make 
of ſuch awful Providences ;, are there ſo fully conſider- 
ed, that I thought it my Duty to recommend the 
peruſal of that Sermon to you, under your pre- 
ſent Circumſtances, And ſince, He himfelf has 
made ſuch Proviſion for you againſt this melancho= 

ly Time, I ſhall content my ſelf in referring you 

to what He, being dead, yet ſpeaketh there to 

you. 
I cannot, I believe, ſay any thing to make his 

Name, or his paſt Miniſtrations more valued by you, | 
than they are already : But if I could, I ſhould be 
glad to do it; that ſo every good Word you have 4 

| Heard from him, might have the more laſting Effect F 
- upon you. 9 

It muſt be ſaid of the late Reverend Mr, James 
Coningham, that he was a Man admirably well fitted 
for the Work in whichthe was engaged. His Learnin 
was very conſiderable ; and ſuch as not only qualify? 
him for the Office of the Miniſtry himſelf, but made 
him happily inſtrumental to the educating of others 
for the ſame Service, He received the Title of 
Maſter of Arts at Edinburgh, where he went through * 
his Academical Studies. 
He was firſt fix*d in the Minifterial Work at Pen- 
reth in Cumberland, where it pleaſed GOD, among 
other Seals to his Miniſtry, to render him very uſe- 
ful to one, now an Inhabitant in this City, and 27 d 
to this Congregation. At Penreth He continued ſrx 
Vears, and there begun the Work of a Tutor to 
young Meri. | : 
From this Place, He remov'd to Mancheſter in 
Lancaſhire ; where he was joyn'd with Mr. Chorlton 
as a Co-Paſtor in the Work of the Miniſtry ; and 
where Ne ft1ll went on to direct and aſſiſt * 
4 ents 


= 
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dents both-in their Philoſophical and Theological 
Studies; as Mr. Chorlton alſo did. Thus for five 
Years Mr. Coningham livd very comfortably ; till 
the Death of Mr. Choritun: After which he met 
with thoſe Uneaſineſſes, that very much broke and 
Junk his Spirits. He remain'd however, at Manche- 
Nier above ſix Years firugling with a variety of Diffi- 
._ * .culties: and was obſerv'd to loſe much of his natu- 
+ {ral Strength and Vigour, thro the Troubles he there 
5 met with. He was proſecuted for the inſtruction of 
Youth; end had a great many Enemies to the Inte- 
reſt of the Diſſenters in general, to maintain his 
Ground againſt: But theſe could not have done him 
that Injury which the Diviſions and Diſorders a- 
mong his own People did. I wiſh all thoſe who oc- - 
. caſion Diſturbances and Breaches in Congregations, 
would lay to Heart, among other Things, ſuch a Con- 
5 - -Mdefation as this Uh HIT 
Ws It pleaſed God to favour, and own Mr. Co- 
* uingham, in his being called from that uneaſie Sta- 
tion, to this Place: Where he has met with ſo much 
of a contrary Temper and Spirit, as made him ac- 
eount it ſomething of an amends for his paſt Troubles; 
and render'd chis Congregation very dear to him. 
| The Years of his Miniſtry here have been hut fem; 
Alas! might Sorrow. ſpeak, too. few. He ſaw the 
Sood Pleaſure of the Lord proſper in his hand: He 
ſaw / ſome that were Young coming in to accept of the 
*Goſpel Offers: And he ſaw yoù that were Elder pro- 
23 - voking one another to Love and to Good Works : And 
24 of you ſeemd willing to rejoice i his Light 
When, behold, of a ſudden it is obſcured. He it not, 
for God has taken him. Four Tears have ſiniſſd his 
__ TT Werk-intbigPlice:7 e. | 
lt muſt be owned that he has had his Afflictions as 
well as Mercies ſince bis! coming to London. For 
God does wiſely ſet Proſperigpezan⁰ Bu- de G. 
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over againſt the other. He has buried three Chil 
dren in ſo ſmall a Compaſs of Time; and was very 
much afflifted by the Illneſs and broken Bone of ano- 
ther; and now was lately ſeiz'd with a mortal Di- 
ſtemper himſelf: Vet in all this he did not repine, 
or charge God fooliſhly. He knew how to give up 
what was deareſt to him; and has now given up his 
own Soul into the Hands of God, And he knew 


| how to commit, thoſe of his Family that he left he- 
hind, to a Wile, and Good, and Faithful, and Cove- 


nant-keeping God. Leave thy Fatherleſs Children, 1 
will preſerve them alive, and let thy Widows truft in 
me, er, xlix 11. 

But to reſume his Publick Character, if we con- 
ſider Mr, Coningham as a Preacher; how well fur- 
niſhed was his Mind with what might both pleaſe and 
profit ! How ſerious was his Spirit, and how tho- 
roughly affected with the Things he ſpoke to others! 
How becoming the Pulpit was his Countenance, and 
how graceful his Appearance ! How grave his De- 
portment, and how well choſen his Words and Ex- 
preſſions! And how far muſt all this go to recom- 
mend his Doctrine, and to perſwade Men? 

If we conſider him in Prayer, he was a very skil- 
ful Intercefſor with Almighty God. His Concern 
for the Publick was upon all Occaſions very diſcer- 
nable, and his Petitions very ſuitable. The King and 
his IWuftrious Family had a very large Share in his 
moſt warm and affetftionate Requeſts. He was very 
happy alſo in ſuiting his Prayers to the State of Reli- 


gien in the World, and very particular in the Men- 


tion of Nations and People. The Proteſtant Intereft 
lay near his Heart; but he was exceedingly chari- 
table in his Sentiments as to the differing Parties a- 
mong Proteftants, and many were the Requeſts that 
he usd to offer, for more of a Spirit of Love and 


Unity, And then, in private Caſes he had an un- 
D common 
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common Sympathy, and a Propriety of Expreſſions, 
that made his Interceſſions very moving, and ſuch 
as would engage even thoſe who might think them- 
ſelves leaſt concern'd in the Caſes mention'd, yet to _ 
o along with him, 

" If we conſider him in Converſation, he was free and 
communicative ; and as he had a good Stock both of 
Learning and Experience, his Readineſs to commu- 
nicate render'd him the more deſireable. He was 
one alſo that lov'd to Talk of the Things of Reli- 
gion; and was well vers'd both in Polemical, Caſui- 
Kical, and Practical Divinity. He was one that gave 
| abundant Proof of his loving our LORD FESUS 
CHRIST in Sincerity; and was mightily concern'd 
for the promoting a Work of Grace and Regenera- 
tion upon the Hearts of Men. He was very merci- 
ful and charitable as far as his Circumſtances would 
allow, and you enabled him to be ſo. And he was 
very tender and affectionate (but yet ſo as to com- 
mand Regard) in his more retired Counſels, Re- 
proofs, and Admonitions. 3 

In ſhort, he was one that behav'd himſelf wel] 
both in his own Houſe and in the Houſe of God. 

The laſt Time he was in publick, was to admini- 
ſter the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper; the moſt ſa- 
lemn Work in this World, next to that of Dying 
And now even that laſt and greateſt Work is over 
with him too. Ypu ſhall no more hear his Voice; 
no more ſee his Face, till you meet him before the 
Tribunal of God. | 888 138 

Let ſuch then as have attended his Miniſtry now 
ask themſelves, how they expect to meet him at the 
laſt Day? If any are left by him in a State of Sin, 
and ſhould die in that State, they may be ſure of his 
ſtanding up to witneſs againſt them: And what will 
you then be able to ſay for your ſelves, when neither 
his affecting Way of Preaching, no, nor his ſurprizing 
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awakening Death, could faſten any ſaving Convicti- 
ons upon you ? 

But if any are brought into a fafe, or comfort 
able, or more improved State, by his Miniftry ; let 
ſuch rejoice to think of their future Happineſs, 
when they ſhall meet him that is gone, in the other 
World: How great will their Joy be ! to accompa- 
ny him, when he ſhall ſay, Lord, here I am, and thoſe 
whom thou haſt given me. 

Let All of us now ſet our ſelves to improve this 
Providence. Let it not be ſaid that the Righteous pe- 
riſh, whilſt none lays it to heart : But let us ſo far be 
affected with it, as to quicken every one of us to our 
pi Lord, ſhall we be loytering, when others are 

ing ? | 

J The Death of faithful Miniſters has always been 
look'd upon as ſpeaking very loudly to their re- 
ſpective Congregations, 

O that you might know the Voice of this Rebuke, 
and who has appointed it! Really when I think how 
many of our Minifters in this City have died of late, 
my Spirits almoſt fail within me, for fear God ſhould 
be departing from us. 

Brethren, pray for u, that we may not be for- 
ſaken ; but that a double Portion of the Spirit of 
them that are deceaſed may reſt upon us that remain, 

Pray for your ſelves, that God would encreaſe (not 
leſſen) the Number of faithful Labourers in his Vine- 
yard ; that he would not in a judicial Way remove 
your Teachers into Darkneſs, 

And pray for an Intereſt that we hope belongs to 
God, by taking up the Words of the Prophet, and 
ſaying, O Lord God, ceaſe, I beſeech thee, by whom 
ſhall Jacob ariſe, for he is ſmall, Amos vii. 5. 

'Tis God alone that can make up our Breaches : 
And this I truſt he will do, if we ſincerely pray to 
him, This Bleſſing I wiſh for you in Pr 5 
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